Julian Blake


Home Address   4/10 Kinghorn Place, Bonnington, Edinburgh EH6 4BN

Mobile     
07855 915753


Email      
julian@i4dsign.co.uk
Skype 

joo1sblake

Portfolio website

View new portfolio site - Unfinished – pages link to old portfolio site (http://www.joolsdesign.me.uk)

Personal Profile

I'm an experienced and versatile Web Designer available for a new position. I have had extensive experience designing for both the web and print. Most recently I have been contracting for FST Technologies where I have created a Flash presentation for a new online bank.

Skills Profile

· 5+ years experience in designing for the web, print and screen.

· Recent Flash project experience most recently for FST Technologies creating an online presentation for a high profile new online bank.

· Ability to work under pressure to meet deadlines. Most recently I completed a large Flash presentation for FST Technologies Ltd. in just over 2 weeks to meet comfortably meet the deadline.  The high profile client was pleased with the quality of the work which required no changes.

· Significant experience editing, publishing and creating web pages.

· Experience in re-branding a company from logo design to design for web, print and promotional material.

· Experience working in a team with marketing managers, web developers and graphic designers as well as working directly with clients.

· Ability to learn new processes and software packages quickly. This was required for a previous print design contract where I had to learn to use Quark and a Mac very quickly to fill in for an absent designer.

· Educated to postgraduate level in IT with Web Technology.

	Design Packages for Web and Print

· Highly experienced in…    Photoshop   |  Illustrator  | Flash animation

· Highly experienced to experienced in…  Dreamweaver    |   Image Ready 

· Experienced in…     InDesign   |   Fireworks    |    Homesite    |   Flash - Actionscript    

· Some experience in…     Quark   |   Freehand   

Web Coding

· Highly experienced in…    HTML  |   XHTML  |  CSS 

· Some Experience in…     Search Engine Optimisation   |  Content Management System (CMS)   |  DHTML  |   Browser debugging - Firebug   |   ECMA/JavaScript   

Web Design Process familiarity

· S.E.O.   |   W3C   |   accessibility   |   usability  |   ftp & http   |   Doc types 




Employment / Work Experience

Flash Developer/Animator

FST Technologies Ltd, Livingston

April 2009 – May 2009

· Developed and animated a Flash presentation for a new online banking system. The graphics were mostly prepared in Photoshop CS3 and taken into Flash CS3 to build the presentation. 

Freelance Design work

November 2008 – March 2009

· Graphic design for an E-Bay business as well as airbrushing and photo editing.

· Designed a website for Courtyard Cottage – a guesthouse in Derbyshire.

· Designed a new logo for the Charity organisation Upward Mobility - involved in bringing communities together. 

· Designed a logo for Green Seeds - a voluntary sector project involved in health, life-style and the environment for people in the community.

· Finished a website for Lily Rose Jewellery Design business.

· Updated the content for the BurchellConsultingLimited website.

Graphic Designer

Fasbet, Glasgow G3

May 2008 – October 2008

Re-branded Fasbet from designing a new company logo to an exchange website, to the design of promotional material such as a Flash demonstration movie and PowerPoint presentation.  I also designed an exchange site for company client Purple Lounge.  

Adobe CS3 Design Suite used design the following:

· Photoshop for website mock-up designs graphics.

· Illustrator for company logos, promotional material for print and vector graphic illustrations and artwork.

· Flash for developing company demonstration movies – including use of Actionscript.

· Graphic design for Fasbet’s stand at The 2008 Betting Show Stand – Illustrator and Photoshop.

· InDesign for a promotional booklet.

· Powerpoint to put together a slide demonstration.

Freelance Design work

February 2008 – April 2008

I worked on the following:

· Business cards for Charmel hair and beauty salon.

· Updated and optimised for search engines Burchell Consulting Ltd. Website.  The client was very happy as it significantly increased traffic to the site providing the main source of business for him.

· Designed a logo and started work on a website for Lily Rose Jewellery Design business.


Interactive Web Designer

Partygaming, London EC4

September 2007 – late December 2007

Designing, editing and developing web pages, newsletters and e-mails for ITV gaming websites as well as for Partygaming promotions. Later in the contract, I worked on individual requests from the web marketing managers. This involved editing web pages, graphics work and uploading onto a Content Management System (CMS).

· Design and development of HTML e-mail newsletters for Party Poker as well as for a new contract with ITV – Emmerdale and Friends Reunited.

· Image editing and creation of banners/logos/animations and graphic design for campaigns.  

· Developing and editing HTML pages by hand-coding and using Dreamweaver.

· Web publishing using Documentum Content Management System (CMS).

· Adding relevant ASCII code when hand-coding for a number of international company websites.

· Updating all monthly Newsletters for e-mails and websites

Technology used: Photoshop, HTML, CSS, Illustrator, Dreamweaver, Flash, Firefox Web Developer.

Web Designer/Developer

Digital Look, London EC3

June 2007 – July 2007

Worked in the Web Development team alongside designers and developers to work on website projects as well as individual requests from the project managers.


· Development of page XHTML/CSS templates to assist in the development of sawpits.com and website for Charles Stanley financial consultants.

· Design of small icon graphics using Photoshop and Illustrator for sawpits.com and editing graphics for other sites when required.

· Browser debugging in IE using development tool and Firefox using Firebug for several web pages.

· Converting a financial forecast website from fixed width into a full screen CSS liquid template.

· Mock-up website design for IFS – School of Finance using Photoshop. This was designed to target 14 –18 year olds.

Technology used: XHTML, CSS, Firebug, IE development tool, Soundbox staging server, Crimson Editor, Photoshop, Illustrator.

Project Manager 

Suponix.com, Odessa, Ukraine    

April 2007 –  March 2008

Assisting in the development of UK/US client base.  I liase with programming & design team at Suponix HQ in Odessa - and the UK/US Sales Manager. Spent time in Odessa in April – May 2007 and January – February 2008 building relationships with Suponix management.

· Liasing with programming & design team at HQ and English speaking clients in US and UK. 

· Designed business stationery using Illustrator. 

Web/Graphic Designer

Betfred, Benson Road, Birchwood, Warrington WA3     

August 2006 –  March 2007

Position within Internet marketing team, designing for various projects. Design work included web, print and screen design to promote Betfred and Betfred clients. 

Within the Internet marketing team I produced numerous banners for Betfred and affiliate websites.  I also designed images for marketing e-mails for major sporting events. I also designed graphics when required for the new website promotions.

Designed a new look and feel for all Betfred Bingo marketing material. Re-designed a new game interface and then a new website. I also designed a poster campaign, shop screen designs and banner adverts, as well as scratch card designs. Worked closely with a number of Betfred’s project managers.

My work at Betfred also involved print design. For print based work I worked within a marketing team to produce adverts for betting events, as well as advertising material such as posters, screens, shop leaflets, Betfred cash cards and the company’s annual brochure.

· I designed the look, feel and graphics for the betfredbingo.com, betfredmobile.com and safcbet.com (no longer online) websites.

· I designed and developed a new set of e-mail templates to market Betfred events for Betfred, Betfred Bingo and Betfred Manchester United.

· I designed a new Betfred 2007 Presspack brochure to be printed as well as a shop survey leaflet and promotional screens/posters for the Snooker Premiership. 

· Created graphics for promotional e-mail campaigns, Betfred’s websites and affiliate newsletters. 

· Design of print adverts for Manchester Evening News & the Racing Post.

· Design of all Betfred Bingo promotional material for web, print and screen.

· Design of a new look game interface for Betfred Bingo. 

Technology used: Photoshop, Illustrator, Dreamweaver, HTML, CSS, Flash, In Design.

i4dsign.co.uk     

September 2005 –  May 2006

Set up and developed a web and graphic design company. Targeted local businesses, particularly hair salons.  Offered bespoke design work, specialising in bundled design packages that included web, logo, stationary and advertising design.  

After 3 months test trading when my website and marketing plans had been established I decided I wanted to run i4dsign on a part time basis and return to the full-time employment market. 

· Burchell Consulting Limited – I designed a logo, business stationery and a website for this client. I also optimised the site for search engines. Currently updating this website. 

· Ulster Tropics - I designed a logo and a website for this client. I have recently also designed a company advertising leaflet as well as updating the websites content and taking photos for the site.

· The Boxworks – I designed a logo, business cards followed by a web-page design for the client’s e-bay shop. The graphic design for the web-page was used for a company website.

· Mireille at the promenade – The design of a new logo for a local beauty salon.

· The Hairstudio – 2 website designs:  4 page and single page I used as prototype versions to target local hair salons.

· As promotional material to promote i4dsign offline and online I designed a company website, business cards, promotional CDs and a blog web page. I also optimised the i4dsign site for search engine listing. 

Technology used: Photoshop, Illustrator, Dreamweaver, HTML, CSS, JavaScript, Meta-tags and Search Engine optimisation.

E-Commerce Campaign Designer

RS Components, International Management Centre, Oxford OX4

[Website Winner of ECMOD & Orange business awards] 

November 2004 – September 2005


Working within the E-Commerce team, liasing with internationally based marketing managers to produce campaign designs. I designed campaigns for a number of international websites as well as carrying out website maintenance and designing html emails.  

· Developed professional graphic design and Photoshop skills, learning from Senior Designers.

· Edited and updated large complex websites using HTML, CSS and JavaScript.

· Worked with ASCII code and a UTF8 character set to create special characters for different languages.

· Worked with complex JavaScript breadcrumb link structures. These differed depending on whether linking to members only or non-members part of the website.

· Understanding of product marketing and how each campaign link was monitored to see where a user would click.

· Attended marketing workshop to learn about successfully marketing campaigns. 

· Work also included preparing Word format versions of campaign products and use of Excel to record campaign product details.

Technology used: Photoshop, HTML, CSS, JavaScript, Homesite, Microsoft Word and Excel.

Typographer / Print Designer

Vardis, Burscough Street, Ormskirk

August 2004 

A two week temporary contract to fill in for a print designer’s absence. I designed small adverts for local companies to be included in a magazine.  

Had to quickly learn to use a Mac computer and Quark Express software to design adverts for print.  At the end of the short contract I was offered a permanent position as a print designer.

· Productivity was very important; I had to design at least 20 adverts daily.

Technology used: Mac OS X, Quark Express, and Photoshop.


Web Design work placement 

University of Strathclyde, Glasgow

November 2002 - February 2003

I designed and developed an informative website for the University’s Education Department.  This site offered project advice for MSc students.  I liased with various senior lecturers regarding the content and the look, feel and usability of the website.  On the strength of this I also designed a website for the Further Education Department.

Technology used: Mac, Fireworks, Dreamweaver.

Assistant Web Designer  

Virtual Designers, Dumbarton Road, Glasgow

February 2002 - September 2002    

I was offered this position on the strength of a Flash website introduction I designed for the company on a freelance basis. I assisted in the design of websites for local companies.  Also involved client facing work and dealing with enquiries. 

· Edited photos with Photoshop for websites including panoramic photos for website virtual tours.

· Sliced initial design in Fireworks and optimised images for the web

· Built websites templates in HTML  

· Developed web page content layout in HTML and edited content where necessary.

· Checked websites in browsers.

Technology used: HTML, Dreamweaver, Fireworks, Flash, Photoshop, Illustrator.

Web Design work placement (E-commerce) 

Smindex Ltd., Glenwood Place, Glasgow

November 2001 – February 2002

Responsible for developing and maintaining sections of the company website as well as designing adverts for the website homepage and some company logos. Used Fireworks for graphic design.

· Design of animated banner adverts for the company website.

· Design and development of ASP/HTML e-mails, whereby interested potential customers could enter their details, which fed into the back-end database.

· Design of 2 company logos.

Technology used: Fireworks, Flash, HTML, ASP, Dreamweaver.

Qualifications


IT with Web Technology Postgraduate Diploma, 

University of Paisley

February 2003 – February 2004 

Web Design Programme, 

University of Glasgow

July 2001 – February 2002

BSc Physiological Optics, 

University of Bradford

1996 - 2000

Interests and Activities



Drawing and Painting.  

Music. Play guitar and piano. Used to teach guitar and played in a band in my 20s.

Hillwalking.

Learning Russian.

General




Clean driving licence and car owner. 

Personal Details


D.O.B.  2.8.69
Nationality British




Referees
· Harry Kinloch, Marketing Manager, FST Technologies Ltd, Starlaw Business Park, 
Livingston EH54 8SF.
E-mail:  hkinloch@fsttechnologies.com  |  Tel. 01506 462 468  |  Mob. 07725 631 996

· Mike Burchell, Burchell Consulting Ltd, Merseyside L31 1DE. 


E-mail: burchellmike@hotmail.com  |  Tel. 0151 545 0705
· Lynn Herbert, Lily Rose Jewellery, Gatehouse Cottage, Main Street, Cotterstock, Northamptonshire, PE8 5HD.

E-mail: lynn_herbert@tiscali.co.uk  |  Tel. 01832 226067 

· James Lloyd, Senior Designer, Betfred, Betfred HQ, Benson Rd, Birchwood, Warrington WA3.

E-mail: james.lloyd@betfred.com 

· Human Resources,  Electrocomponents plc., PO Box 99, Corby, Northamptonshire NN17 9RS.

E-mail: claire.woods@rs-components.com   |  Tel. 0153 620 1234


